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encouraging, in that it shows that a particular conflict theory can be tested empirically, 
if the researcher is careful to be true to the original theory.”129

Additional Critical Theories

We finish up the chapter with a brief discussion of three other critical criminological 
theories: (1) peacemaking criminology, (2) the restorative justice perspective, and (3) left 
realism.

Peacemaking Criminology
Peacemaking criminology has incorporated three intellectual traditions: religious, femi-
nist, and critical.133 Generally, peacemaking criminology contends that rather than using 
punishment and retribution as a means of social control, society should attempt recon-
ciliation through mediation and dispute settlement.134 Individually and collaboratively, 
Harold Pepinsky and Richard Quinney have been involved in developing peacemaking 
criminology.135 Figure 11.4 is a theoretical model of peacemaking criminology. This 
model consists of five basic elements—social structure, crimes, social harms, the criminal 
justice system, and peacemaking alternatives:

Peacemaking criminology research, in its strictest sense, will opt to examine how 
people in our present times become affected by and, in turn, affect these five 
basic elements within the peacemaking criminology theoretical model. Leaving 
out an element would lead, in a peacemaking criminology view, to an incomplete 
understanding of crime and how to address crime in a humane way.136
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